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DAYTON, Ohio - From her classroom at the University of Dayton, Sister Angela Ann 
Zukowski, M.H.S.H., teaches religious education to students 4,445 miles away in Honolulu. 
Using a live, interactive video-conference system, Zukowski and the students at Chaminade 
University can see each other and exchange questions and answers via television monitors and 
microphones. Assignments are given over the Internet, and additional class discussions are held 
online. 
Video-conferencing and the other technology initiatives she has helped launch in her role 
as director of UD's Institute for Pastoral Initiatives earned Zukowski the Technology Award at 
the 2001 National Conference of Catechetical Leadership April30 in Buffalo, N.Y. 
"The Technology Award was established by the National Conference of Catechetical 
Leadership in 1997 to spur the use of technology in catechesis and religious education," said 
Mary Jane Spirk, NCCL member and director of religious education for the Diocese of Sioux 
City, Iowa. "It is given annually to recognize people in the field who have made outstanding 
contributions through technology to promote catechesis in the United States." 
Zukowski first succeeded with multi-media education 28 years ago when she established 
a rudimentary television studio in an abandoned one-room schoolhouse in rural Ohio and 
videotaped seven lessons on the sacraments for religious education classes. She continues to 
take full advantage of advances in technology, using electronic communication- such as the 
Internet, digital telephone services, cable television and satellite communication in addition to 
video technology- to bring religious education to those who find it more difficult to regularly 
attend classes, said Jewell Truxal, administrative assistant in the IPI. 
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"Sister Angela also travels extensively to give talks and seminars in using technology to 
teach catechesis," Truxal said. 
In 2000, Zukowski- who was hailed as a "pioneer" in catechetical communications in 
many of the nominations she received for the award- helped launch the Virtual Learning 
Community for Faith Formation, an Internet-based program that provides religious courses for 
catechists. 
Currently serving dioceses in Cincinnati; Covington, Louisville and Lexington, Ky.; 
Wheeling, W.Va.; Greensburg, Pa.; Boston, MA. and Raleigh, N.C., the program will eventually 
reach religious educators around the country- particularly those in rural areas who do have 
access to the Internet but who find it difficult to attend classes in person. 
In 1997, Zukowski received the President's Medallion from Unda USA, the national 
Catholic association for broadcast communicators, for leadership in promoting pastoral 
communication plans throughout the world and for dedication to using new communication 
technologies to share religious values. She has served as president of Unda-World since 1994. 
Zukowski is also the first woman with voting privileges to serve on the Pontifical 
Council for Social Communication at the Vatican. 
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